Appl. No. 09/869,532 

Amdt. dated Aug. 13, 2003 

Reply to Office action of Feb. 13, 2003 

Amendments to the Specification: 

Replace the "Title" paragraph on page 1 with the following 
amended paragraph: 

Title of the Invention : _Method for manufacturing coated 
products- 
Insert the following headings on page 1 before paragraph 1: 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS (not appl icab le) 



STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEAR C H FOR 
DE YE LCTMENT (ne t "applicable) 

INCORPORATION BY REFE RENCE OF MAT ERI AL SU BM ITTED ON A 

COMPACT 

D ISC ( not_ ar-p 1 i cable) 

BACKGRO UND OF THE I NV ENTION 

(1) Field, of the Invention 



Insert the following heading on page 1, after line 20: 

ERIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Replace the paragraph on page 1 beginning at line 21 with 
the following amended paragraph: 

The object of the invention is to 
provide a method of the type described in the 
preamble, in which the drawbacks mentioned are 
avoided while the advantages thereof are retained. 
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To that end, a method according to the present 
invention is characterized by the features of 
claim 1. In the practice of the inve ntion , 
coating is a pp lied having a su rface t ensi on wh i ch 
is approximately equal :o or preferably l owe r than 
the surface tension__of i_ portjcn of tn e m a s s 
employed^ In practice^ a fi rs t coatin g is ap plied 
t •;• a pert ion of the base produce after wh i ch a 
se:xd coating is ape lied over at least a por tion 
of the first jroating such -hat a: least part of 
the product ^s_ covered _by rhe_ first and second 
coat ing_and a portion of the product is c ove red by 
the first or second coating only. 

Replace the paragraph on page 1 beginning at line 2 5 through 
page 2, line 15 with the following amended paragraph: 

Surprisingly, it has been found that the 
properties of a product manufactured by such 
method have improved considerably over the known 
products. Without wishing to be linked up to any 
theory, it is assumed that this effect is realized 
in that a better flow of the coating over the 
basic product part to be coated is effected in 
that the angle of contact between drops of coating 
and the surface of the base product is reduced due 
to the relevant surface tensions. As a result, the 
drops of coating will flow more effectively, in 
particular flow together more effectively to form 
a film layer, and moreover exhibit a better 
bonding to the mass of the base product. Thus, 
there is obtained on the relevant part of the base 
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product a film layer of coating exhibiting a 
particularly good bonding and a particularly good 
i nt e r na 1 c onne c t i on-7 — so that a closed -e oating io 
o btain e d and m a intained having particularly good 
p roper fe rieg. Thus, with a method according to the 
present invention, a product can be obtained 
having a closed coating which is, for instance, 
vapor proof and flexible, which can follow 
deformations of the product, for instance at 
pivoting parts or during expansion, shrinkage or 
compression of the product, and which moreover 
retains these properties for a long time. 

Replace the paragraph on page 4 beginning at line 1 with the 
following amended paragraph: 

In a further, particularly advantageous 
embodiment, a method according to the invention is 
characterized by the features of claim 8. In this 
c a s e, the p roduct i s forme d whic h up on e xiting the 
molding die has a ^surface tension within th e ran ge 
of 3 0 -44 dyne/c and a_ coating is appli ed to at 
1 e a 3 1 _ a port i on o f _the surface^ the coating b eing 
water ba sed and having a surface ten sio n within 
the _range_ of from 4 0-27 dyne / cm. 

Replace the paragraph on page 6 beginning at line 3 with the 
following amended paragraph: 

Advantageous coatings are, inter alia, 
based on the polymers represented in claims 12 and 

13. Thus, the fir st coating _may be ch ose n from 
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among at least one member _qf the gr oup compr is i ng 
irie 1 amine , acrylic _ binders^, ^water-resistant 
1 acquers , ce 1 lulose 

lacquers_, _ cellulose acet ate propionat -as , 
pc iyethylene , 

cclyacryl ites , synthetic polymers, nat ur al 
polymers ,_ 

synt.het ic waxes , H^ura^ waxes, polyactie a cid, 
derivatives or combinations thereof. The _ second 
cc ating 

may be chtsen from among at_ l_east one member of 
the group- comprising acrylic binders, la t ice s , 

styrene -butadiene 1 atex , pojLvvinyi alcoh tl_ L 

polyvinyl ac etat e, po 1 y a a r y 1 a t e s , p o 1 y e t hy 1 e ne 
g 1 y c o .1 , polyact i e a c id_ /m _s> r nt_he^ t i c polymers, 
nature 1_ polym er s , natural waxes, sy nthe tic waxes 
such as ionic po lye thylene_w axes and combinatio ns 
thereof . 



Replace the paragraph on page 6 beginning at line 5 with the 
following amended paragraph: 

An alternative embodiment of a method 
according to the present invention for obtaining 
products with product parts having different 
properties is characterized by the features of 
claim 17. In this^ embodiment at leas:^one 
c cat ing _is_ used w_hich 

increases the water v apor proof ne3s__of the 
product L 
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Replace the paragraph on page 6 beginning at line 23 with 
the following amended paragraph: 

In an alternative embodiment, a method 
according to the present invention is 
characterized by the features of claim 26. In 

t h is embc d i me nt , the produ ct has at l east c ne 
reoeivi rig c a v i z y wh i ch i s at le as t partiall y 
tilled with a fluid coating a nd su bsequentl y 
emp tied so t: hat a f i 1 :n _o f co ating remains o n at 
least a__p-:rtion of th e wall o f th e rec eiving 
cavity 

Replace the paragraph on page 7 beginning at line 3 with the 
following amended paragraph: 

The invention further relates to a 
method according to claim 27. In this embo d iment, 
at least a_ part of th e base p rodu ct is pro vided 
with a n _ a g e n t whi ch i n fl ue no e s the propert ie s o f 

he re 1 e v ant product part prior to t h e app lic ati on 

of the coat incite the relevant product par t . 

Replace the paragraph on page 7 beginning at line 14 with 
the following amended paragraph: 

In a further alternative embodiment, a 
method according to the invention is characterized 
by the features of claim 30. In this embodime nt , 
a coatinq is use d wh i c h^compris e s _ an agen t whic h 
influences the_prop_ert ies_ of the base pre d uct _in 
the form of at least a softener. 
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Replace the paragraph on page 7 at line 19 with the 
following amended paragraph: 

The invention further relates to a 
method according to claim 33. in this embo diment , 
a coaling is use d i n whic h a sur face tension 
r educ i ng__ a gent _i s _emp 1 oyed, the re d ue in g agent 
providing a re duct ion of th e surfac e te nsio n of 
the coating layer after dr ying . 

Through the provision of an agent which 
reduces the surface tension of the coating as 
layer after drying, an additionally good moisture 
resistance is obtained. Moreover, this will 
usually involve an increase of the smoothness of 
the coating, in particular when silicone oil or 
the like is used. 

Replace the paragraph on page 7 beginning at line 24 with 
the following amended paragraph: 

The invention further relates to the use 
of a release agent, characterized by the features 
of claim 33. The use of a re lease agent in a 
pre due: prepared f rem a. mass involves th e releas e 
aqene expressing from the mass. A substan tially 
constant layer of release ag_ent is obtaine d and 
ma i n:a i ne d dur ing z he preparat i on of_ succe ssive 
products. The invention further relates to a 
product manufactured by a method according to the 
present invention. In addition, the invention 
relates to a coating, in particular suitable for 
use in a method according to the invention, in 
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particular characterized by the features according 
to any one of claims 44-45, and to a mass for 
manufacturing base products suitable for use in a 
method according to the present invention. In 

these embodiments, the coating comprises a s urfa ce 
tension reducing agent e c mp r i s i rig fro m 2 5 - 50%, by 
volume with an preferred value at 4 0% of t he 
volume . 



Insert the following heading on page 8, before line 1: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING (S) 



Insert the following heading on page 9, after line 6: 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 



Replace the paragraph beginning at line 10 on page 4 with 
the following amended paragraph: 

Preferably, in methods according to the 
present invention, products are manufactured, at 
least base products are used, having a moisture 
content of less than 3 weight percents. Thus, 
stable, form-retaining base products are obtained 
that can readily be coated. Next, preferably by 
means of the coating, moisture is introduced into 
the product, while the amount of moisture fed can 
be regulated particularly effectively. 
Accordingly, the properties of the coated products 
can be regulated in a particularly good and simple 
manner . 1 1; is also cons i dered a dvant ageous to 
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incorporate crossl inkers 

in the first and second coatings. Suita ble 
compounds for this paroose ma y b e select ed fro m 
among zirccTuum acetate, u re a f o rma I deh yde , 
me 1 amine formal dehyde , g 1 yoxai , ammonium z i r co nium 
c ^ rt-ona t e , po 1 y ami de am i r:e - eo i ■:: h 1 o r c hydrin, 
epoxides , t rimetaphcsphace , der i vat i v es the reo f or 
comhinajt ions of _the f oregoing 

Replace the paragraph beginning at line 16 on page 7 with 
the following paragraph: 

The use of such coating containing an 
agent which influences the product properties 
offers the advantage that thus, said agent can be 
introduced into a base product part simultaneously 
with the application of the coating. Thus, for 
example, at least one coating may be applied which 
is re lativ ely dense with re spec t _t o t he agent 
i n flue nc i ng the pi ropert i e s o f t he base product . 
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